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THE LIST

Water’s longest-serving chief executives
Who are the longest lived CEOs in the water business?

CEO COMPANY SINCE YEARS

1 Mutaz Ghandour Metito 1966 51

2 Sir Adrian White* Biwater 1968 49

3 Fouad Makhzoumi* Future Pipe Industries 1986 31

4 Ashit Doshi Doshion 1987 30

5 Colin Skellett Wessex Water 1988 29

6 Olivia Lum Hyflux 1989 28

7 Adil Bushnak Bushnak Group 1990 27

8 Rich Roth SJW Corporation 1990 27

9 Andreas Weissenbacher BWT AG 1991 26

10 Jeff Wigen Wigen Water Technologies 1991 26

11 Venkee Sharma Aquatech International 1991 26

12 Dian Taylor Artesian Resources 1992 25

13 Hilling Chang Shanghai Safbon 1995 22

14 Zhao Lijun Poten Enviro 1995 22

15 Arun Lakhani Vishvaraj Infrastructure 1998 19

16 Dave Walker Avista Technologies, Inc. 1999 18

17 George Gsell MECO 1999 18

18 Rajiv Mittal VA Tech Wabag 2000 17

19 Frédéric Dugré H2O Innovation 2000 17

20 David Henderson XPV Water Partners 2000 17

CEO COMPANY SINCE YEARS

21 Rajesh Sharma Ion Exchange (India) 2000 17

22 Randall Hogan Pentair 2001 16

23 Thye Kim Meng Darco Water 2001 16

24 Ali Reza Shamszadeh Noor Vijeh 2001 16

25 Wen Jianping Beijing Origin Water 2001 16

26 Avshalom Felber IDE Technologies 2002 15

27 Marvin DeVries Trojan Technologies 2003 14

28 Chuck Firlotte Aquarion Water 2003 14

29 Chuan Liang Duan China Water Affairs 2003 14

30 Doug Baker Ecolab 2004 13

31 Rick McTaggart Consolidated Water 2004 13

32 Lin Yucheng CITIC Envirotech 2004 13

33 Paddy Padmanathan ACWA Power 2005 12

34 Wen Yibo Sound Global 2005 12

35 Andy Seidel UGSI 2005 12

36 Dennis Doll Middlesex Water 2006 11

37 Chris Loughlin South West Water (Pennon) 2006 11

38 Eric Thornburg Connecticut Water 2006 11

39 Doug Brown Seven Seas Water 2006 11

40 M S Unnikrishnan Thermax 2007 10
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 * Sir Adrian White and Fouad Makhzoumi have in the past stepped back from the CEO position but subsequently returned to it. NB: Not all those listed have the job title CEO.
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What is the life expectancy of a CEO 
in the water industry? The List this 
month shows that it is generally 

under ten years, except under a few special 
circumstances. Being the founder or a big 
shareholder certainly helps, although in 
some cases (Biwater’s Adrian White and 

Future Pipe’s Fouad Makhzoumi spring to 
mind) the challenge is not so much stay-
ing in the job, but being able to walk away. 
If you are not a founder or owner, the next 
best thing is to run a utility: these are 
long-term businesses that need long-term 
leaders like Wessex Water’s Colin Skel-

lett, SJW’s Rich Roth, and Dian Taylor at 
Artesian Resources. Otherwise, the high-
est ranked corporate honcho is Pentair’s 
Randy Hogan at number 22, no doubt kept 
in place by the 278% share price rise he has 
overseen since taking on the role. He steps 
down as CEO later this year.<


