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THE LIST

Water’s longest-serving chief executives

Who are the longest lived CEOs in the water business?

hat is the life expectancy of a CEO
Win the water industry? The List this
month shows that it is generally
under ten years, except under a few special
circumstances. Being the founder or a big

shareholder certainly helps, although in
some cases (Biwater’s Adrian White and

CEO COMPANY
1 Mutaz GHANDOUR METiTo
2 SIRApRIAN WHITE* Biwarter

3 FouAp MakHzOUMI* FUTURE PIPE INDUSTRIES

4 AsHIT DosHi DosHion

5 COLIN SKELLETT WEessex WATER

6 Ouvialum HYFLUX

7 AbiL BusHNAk BusHnak Grour
8  RicH RoH SJW CorpORATION
9 ANDREAS WEISSENBACHER ~ BWTAG

JEFF WIGEN

11 VENKEE SHARMA AQUATECH INTERNATIONAL

12 DIANTAYLOR ARTESIAN RESOURCES

13 HitN CHANG SHANGHAI SAFBON

14 Zuao LUuN Poren Enviro

15 ARUN LAKHANI VISHVARAJ INFRASTRUCTURE
16 Dave WALKER AviSTA TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
17 Georae GSELL MECO

18 Rauv Mima VATECH WABAG

19 FREDERIC DUGRE H20 INnovATION

20 DaviD HENDERSON XPV WATER PARTNERS

WIGEN WATER TECHNOLOGIES

Future Pipe’s Fouad Makhzoumi spring to
mind) the challenge is not so much stay-
ing in the job, but being able to walk away.
If you are not a founder or owner, the next
best thing is to run a utility: these are
long-term businesses that need long-term
leaders like Wessex Water’s Colin Skel-

SINCE YEARS CEO

1966 51 21 RAJESH SHARMA
1968 49 22 RanpaLL HoGAN
1986 31 23 Thve Kim Mene
1987 30 24 AU RezA SHAMSZADEH
1988 29 25  WEN JIANPING
1989 28 26 AvsHALOM FELBER
1990 27 27 MaRrvIN DEVRIES
1990 27 28 CHuck FRworTE
1991 26 29 CHuaN LianG Duan
1991 26 30  Douc Baker

1991 26 31 Rick McTaGGART
1992 25 32 LINYUCHENG
1995 22 33 PADDY PADMANATHAN
1995 22 34 WenYiso

1998 19 35 AnDY SEIDEL

1999 18 36 Dennis Dot
1999 18 37 CHRiS LOUGHLIN
2000 17 38 ERIC THORNBURG
2000 17 39 DouG Brown
2000 17 40 M S UNNIKRISHNAN

lett, SJW’s Rich Roth, and Dian Taylor at
Artesian Resources. Otherwise, the high-
est ranked corporate honcho is Pentair’s
Randy Hogan at number 22, no doubt kept
in place by the 278% share price rise he has
overseen since taking on the role. He steps
down as CEO later this year. m

COMPANY SINCE  YEARS
|oN EXCHANGE (INDIA) 2000 17
PENTAIR 2001 16
Darco WATER 2001 16
NooR VIJEH 2001 16
BEING ORIGIN WATER 2001 16
IDE TECHNOLOGIES 2002 15
TROJAN TECHNOLOGIES 2003 14
AquaRriON WATER 2003 14
CHINA WATER AFFAIRS 2003 14
Ecowas 2004 13
CoNSOLIDATED WATER 2004 13
CITIC ENvIROTECH 2004 13
ACWA Power 2005 12
SOUND GLOBAL 2005 12
UGSI 2005 12
MIDDLESEX WATER 2006 N
SoutH WEesT WaTer (PENNON) 2006 11
CoNNEcTicuT WATER 2006 1
SEVEN SEAS WATER 2006 1"
THERMAX 2007 10

* Sir Adrian White and Fouad Makhzoumi have in the past stepped back from the CEO position but subsequently returned to it. NB: Not all those listed have the job title CEO.
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